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Summary

Rabies History and Epidemics in Kanagawa prefecture
TOJINBARA Kageaki'

The history of rabies in Kanagawa prefecture was the passage point of the
time. In Kanagawa, Tokaido, one of the major highways, was set so it was the
pathway from Nagasaki to Edo via Sanyodo in Edo period.

In Meiji, Taisho, and Showa period, the outbreak of rabies had been continued
in Kanagawa prefecture. And in that prefecture, the last dog and human rabies
cases were recorded in 1956.

At the end of Edo period, foreign settlement was formed in Yokohama, one of
the major cities in Kanagawa pref, and some rabies cases appeared from the
area and were expanded to native residential area in the city or even other
cities such as Yokosuka.

In 1956, known as the last dog’s rabies outbreak in Japan, 7 dog rabies cares
were recorded by Kanagawa prefectural government, although many believes
only 6 cases.

Then, the author had contacted to the government to ask about the
difference. They answered one dog dies in the end of 1955, and diagnosed on
January 11th, 1956. The delay of the diagnosis was caused by the New Year
holidays. Therefore, the government recorded the case occurred in 1956.

The dog’s first rabies case in 1956 was in Hiyoshihoncho, Kohoku-ku,
Yokohama city on February 4th. After that, the disease was spread to
Hodogaya-ku, next to Kohoku-ku. The outbreak was stopped but recurred
three month after in these Hodogaya-ku and Kohoku-ku.

The last human hydrophobia case was in Kawasaki city in the prefecture in
1956.

He was died by this disease although he received appropriate rabies shots
three years ago after being bitten by an affected dog.

1. Director, The Japanese Society of Veterinary History
Correspondence to : TOJINBARA Kageaki 324-4 Fukudawara, Tougane-shi, Chiba
283-0812, Japan





