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Summary

History of the Domestic Animal Infectious Control Law
SUGIURA Katsuaki'

Japan’s animal disease control system started with the issurance of a
Proclamation by the Grand Council of State the Prophylaxis Rinderpest in 1871.
After the introduction of rinderpest into Japan in 1873, the proclamation was
replaced by an Interim Ordinance for Disposal of Diseased Cattle in 1876.

This ordinance had provisions for the notification and culling of rinderpest
infected animals, compensation payments and destruction and burial of the
carcass. As more animal diseases became prevalent in Japan, the Interim
Ordinance was replaced in 1886 by the Animal Contagious Diseases Prevention
Regulation, an agricultural and commercial ministerial order, which targetted
not only rinderpest but also anthrax, glanders, dourine, contagious bovine
pleuropnumonia, foot and mouth disease and sheep pox. In 1892, rinderpest
was introduced into Japan from Korea for the second time. With the need of
more effective measures, the 1886 Regulation was replaced by the Epizootics
Prevention Law in 1896, which in turn was replaced by the Domestic Animal
Infectious Diseases Control Law in 1922. After the Second World War, the
1922 Law was abolished and the current Domestic Animal Infectious Diseases
Control Law was enacted in 1951. It contains provisions for prevention
measures, control, export and import animal quarantine measures against
infectious animal diseases.

The Law has undergone nine substantial amendments since then, the most
significant changes taking place in 1946, 1997 and 2011. The last amendment
in 2011 was made to define the roles of the central and local governments,
to encourage farmers and empower the governments to take more stringent
measures against infectious animal diseases. The latest amendment also
empowers the government to pay an increased amount of compensation to
owners of animals infected with foot and mouth disease or avian influenza. It
also allows the animal quarantine officials to interrogate international travelers
and disinfect their personal effects when they deem it necessary.
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