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Summary

The History of European Rabbits which were Brought to Japan

(According to Old Japanese Paintings)
SAKURAI Fujiro'

Pet rabbits, European rabbits, which are native on the Iberian peninsula,

are known as farm and experimental animals in Japan. Japanese hares, which

are native to Japan, are different from the European rabbits. It was believed

that the European rabbits first came to Japan in Tenbun era(1532-1555, during

Muromachi period). White-coloredrabbits often appeared in Japanese artworks



from Edo period. They weve not only white-colored but also having red eyes,
characterizing the European rabbits. I tried to determine the first artwork
which showed European rabbits. By studying some paintings from Middle Edo
period (Tenmei era, 1781-1789), I can determine that albino European rabbits
were brought to Japan in the period.
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