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Summary

The Policy Concerning Military Horses in the Imperial Japan
and the Modernization of Horse-Breeding, Using and Distribution

OTAKI Masatoshi'

The purpose of this paper is to describe the relationship between the policy
concerning military horses in the imperial Japan and the modernization of horse-
breeding, using and distribution. Through the analysis, this study makes clear
following three points.

1) In horse-breeding sector, the improvement from domestic breeds to western
ones was carried out. It was achieved by the limitation of stallions which
prohibited to use small domestic stallions, and the army’s purchase of improved
horses at high prices. As a result, most of Japanese horses were interbred only
in 30 years.

2) In horse-using sector, the above improvement led to change horse’s works
partly. To keep improved horses costed higher than domestic ones, so farmers
had to increase horse’'s works so as to repay the cost. But it was only large-
scale farmers that could practice, and most of farmers were obliged to keep
improved horses without economical efficiency.

3) The modernization in horse-distribution sector was carried out in wartime.
To replenish a large number of requisitioned horses, the government started to
intermediate horse-distributions with subsidy. It reduced excessive margins of
livestock merchants as a result.

These modernizations about horses were led by military demand strongly. In



addition, they were supported academically not by the agricultural economists,
but by the veterinary scientists. It suggests the former opposed to the policies
concerning military horses in economical aspect, but the latter could make
cooperate in technical aspect.
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