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Summary

History of Dog Graves and Animal Welfare in Japan

KOZASA Manabu'

Dogs are the first domesticated species in history and are thought to
be the first domestic animals brought to Japan. Archaeological evidence
suggests that the domestication of dogs started as early as 9,500 years ago
(the Jomon era), which was estimated by the excavated bones of dogs at the
Natsushima Midden site in Kanagawa. Fossilized dog bones were excavated
also at the Kamikuroiwa Rock-shelter site in Ehime. Based on a radiocarbon
dating analysis, these bones were estimated to be 7,200-7,300 years old. The
dogs were buried with great care for their memory as human beings. These
results suggest that Japanese people have treated dogs with some respect as
companion animals since ancient times and have built partnership with them
for hunting and an early alarm system.

In the present paper the author focused on graves of “giken” (faithful dog)
to clarify the concept of animals and attitude toward them in Japan. The term
“giken” can be defined as the dogs faithfully serve their owners even with the
risk of their lives. Indeed, some gikens lost their lives for their loyalty. The
owners of gikens usually built graves for their dogs to mourn and console
their spirit. The episodes of gikens and their burials can be found as old as in
the 4th-5th centuries. As there was little cultural influence from the Western
in those days, the giken graves should reflect unique and original aspects of
Japanese culture.

On a basis of a survey on more than 100 dog graves, which are called
“Inuzuka” in Japanese, the author classified the dog graves into four categories:



(1) Inuzuka in books and historical documents, (2) inuzuka in folklore, (3)
inuzuka with historical evidence, and (4) inuzuka in the archaeological sites.
An example of Inuzuka in books and historical documents can be found in
“Harimanokuni Fudoki” (Topography of Harima Province) and “Nihonshoki,”
(Chronicle of Japan). According to Harimanokuni Fudoki, the giken grave
was built from 4th to 5th century. In nowadays the old grave turned to
be a shinto shrine for local people to visit there for worship. The grave
of Prince Shotoku’s dog can be an example of inuzuka in folklore. With
regard to inuzuka with historical evidence, the graves of “Giken Hanamaru”
(Hanamaru the faithful dog) should be the most remarkable. Akichika Kozasa,
Chief Ritainer of the Omura Clan, kept Hanamaru as his companion dog
and Hanamaru's grave was built in 1650 in Honkyoji Temple in Omura city,
Nagasaki after Hanamaru’s death. This grave was the oldest one among the
graves with historical evidence in Japan, perhaps in the world as well. In fact,
it was built 35 years before the Edicts on Compassion for Living Things (Shorui
Awaremi no Rei) in Japan and 222 years before the grave of Bobby was built
in Greyfriars, Scotland (The grave of Bobby is believed to be oldest grave
of dog with historical evidence in the Western countries). As the grave of
Hanamaru was built just next to his owner with a long and warming message
inscribed to the tombstone, this can be taken as a historic hallmark of human
animal bond. In addition, the author introduced four graves of dogs in the site
of Daienji Temple, Tokyo, as examples of inuzuka in the archaeological sites.

The graves of dogs have longer history in Japan than in Western countries.
Compared with the grave of Bobby in Scotland, which was buried outside of
the churchyard without tombstone in 1872, the dogs in Japan, particularly
gikens, were buried with great care as companion animals even in the 4th
-5th centuries as was implicated by Harimanokuni Fudoki. With regard to
the grave with historical evidence, the dog’s grave with tombstone was built
in 1650 and still exits as a historic site, such as the grave of Hanararu. The
difference between Japan and the West may be attributed to the religious
background. In Japan Shinto and Buddhism should have great influence on
the concept of animals and attitudes toward them, particularly with regard to
death and mourning, while Christianity should in the West.
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