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Summary

“Inu no Sho (Textbook of Dogs)” and the History of Canine
Veterinary Medicine in Japan

ITO Kazumi'

Dr. Kozaburo Shirai's “Nihon Jui Gakusi (History of Veterinary Medicine)”
published in 1944 in Tokyo is the first Japanese book described about a
history of veterinary medicine. Dr. Shirai described “Inu no Sho (Textbook of
Dogs)” owned by The Imperial House Library, Archives Division, Archives
and Mausolea Department, Imperial Household Agency, as the first canine
veterinary book in Japan. This article reviews the details of the text and assess
its evaluation as canine veterinary textbook. The author reveals its relationship
to “Yo sho (Textbook of Hawks)" and also describes “Inu kai (Dog keeper). The
book says it is written in Keicho 21st, but it should Genna 2nd (both 1616)
because of changing the name of era in 1615.

Based on other texts and narratives, one of the earliest canine veterinary
medicine described in this text could extend back to the end of 10th through
the beginning of 11th century, during Heian period. “Gyu Ba Rikuchiku Kuyo To
(Memorial for six animals including cattle and horse)” at Mutsuura, Kanazawa-
ku, Yokohama city, Kanagawa prefecture built during Nanboku-cho period (mid
to late 14th century) could be regarded the widespread of memorial, therapy,
and protection toward animals, thus description of canine veterinary medicine
in the text could be back extend back to about the late Muromachi period (the
beginning to the middle of the 16th century).
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