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Summary
History of Nippon Institute for Biological Science
NOMURA Yoshitoshi'

The Nippon Institute for Biological Science (NIBS) is originally founded as a
small private laboratory, named “Laboratory of Comparative Pathology (LCP)
in 1946 at Tachikawa, Tokyo. The founder was a famous veterinary virologist,
Junji NAKAMURA (Dr. Nakamura), who had been known in the world with
his innovative development of rinderpest live vaccine (L&LA strain). It was the
time when he lost his position as a director in Korean Animal Health Institute
at Pusan, which had been under the control of Japan until the defeat in World
War II. The aim of LCP drawn from an idea proposed by Dr. Nakamura, was
to establish an active private research laboratory that was able to break the
decline of scientific study brought by the defeat in the War and eliminate an
expected monopolistic state by the National Institute of Animal Health which
had remained as a sole active institution in the field of animal hygiene in Japan
at that time. Under the severe post-war circumstances the laboratory brought
about remarkable achievements in research and development of vaccines or
diagnostics such as rabies in dog, Japanese encephalitis in horse and fowl pox
in chicken in less than 15 months. The laboratory then reorganized to an
incorporated association NIBS (ia-NIBS) which was authorized by the Ministry
of Agriculture and Forestry of Japan in March 1947 through joint-collaboration
with the Institute of Japanese Veterinary Medical Association.

Aim of the ia-NIBS was to contribute to human welfare by promoting the
health of domestic and companion animals as well as poultry through research.
This institute performed its activities in two sectors, research and manufacturing
divisions. The research activities which expanded to bacteriological, virological,



parasitological and pathological studies have led to the development and
improvement of various vaccines and other biological products for animal use
and two kinds of vaccines for human use. The manufacturing division has
continued to produce and supply many kinds of vaccines and diagnostics with
high quality, which meets domestic and foreign standards.

In December, 1959, the institute was reorganized into a juridical foundation
NIBS (jf-NIBS) under the jurisdiction of the Ministry of Agriculture and
Forestry and the Ministry of Education to enable it to solidify the financial base
and to more effectively promote research and investigation on biological science.
The manufacturing and sales of biological products which had been handled
by ia-NIBS were transferred to the Nisseiken Company Limited (Nisseiken),
a new affiliate of the institute which was established at the same time. Funds
necessary for operation of the institute has come mainly from royalties paid by
Nisseiken.

In April, 1966, the Laboratory Animal Research Station was established as a
branch of the institute at Kobuchizawa, Yamanashi Prefecture. Various kinds
of experimental animals of specific-pathogen-free (SPF) conditions have been
established from domestic animals such as chickens, quails, rabbits and pigs by
originally accomplished technologies, and they have been evaluated by their
actual use in medical, pharmacological, toxicological and veterinary medical
research fields.

In April, 1969, a branch of jf-NIBS was founded at Ome, Tokyo, to transfer
and expand the avian disease division which had been included in the institute
and the Nisseiken of Tachikawa headquarters.

In April, 1978, the headquarters were unified into Ome branch in which
additive constructions necessary for incorporation had been completed. By
this incorporation , the total activities combining two organizations were
significantly improved and expanded.

In April, 2012, the jf-NIBS was reorganized into a general incorporated
foundation NIBS (gif-NIBS) in accordance with government directions due to the
revision of Public Interest Corporation Law. By this revision, the manufacturing
sector which had been handled by the Nisseiken was transferred to the
reorganized institute

As described above, the NIBS has accomplished a favorable progress along
with the times in an unique collaboration with the Nisseiken by changing the
organization style three times during the past seventy years from 1946 to this
2016.



Throughout the NIBS history, the numbers of oral presentations in
conferences and publications in scientific journals have amounted to around
1,112 and 945 each, and as their research outcome 116kinds of vaccines (21 for
horse, 18 for cattle, 22 for pig, 44 for chicken, 6 for dog, 2 for fish, 1 for mink
and 2 for human), and 21kinds of bio-diagnostics (4 for horse, 7 for cattle, 4 for
pig and 6 for chicken) have been developed and supplied to the market.

During the term, five officers were conferred decorations and three officers
were awarded with governmental prizes, and three persons were awarded with
prizes of academic associations, and moreover 17 persons were awarded with
prizes from the Ministers or other organizations.

Commemorating the global declaration of rinderpest eradication by OIE (Office
International Epizootics) and FAO (Food and Agriculture Organization, UN),
FAO awarded Dr. Nakamura with a prize for his outstanding contribution to
the global rinderpest eradication programme, on June, 2011.

The NIBS have tided over three times of crises in financial management
that occurred in the 70years history, by the co-operative spirit which had
been cultivated from the idea proposed by Dr. Nakamura at the foundation
of LCP and been inherited in the mind of all staffs of both the institute and
the company. That idea is “A valuable research progress could not be attained
without mutual encouraging and competitive efforts in studies amongst reliable
competitors”



